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14 February 2011
Dear colleague,

I hope you will be pleased as I am about the Government’s decision to ensure that SEN support services will not be adversely affected by the expansion of the academies programme. Academies receive their funding directly from Central Government, and until now this has included funding that previously would have been retained centrally by the local authority to provide SEN support services. 
The Special Educational Consortium (SEC), of which I am Chair, warmly welcomes the Government’s decision to exempt local authority expenditure in relation to SEN support services from the academy recoupment process for 2011-12. This is outlined in the attached letter from the Department for Education which has been sent to Directors of Children’s Services. SEC does not believe that individual academies can be expected to commission these services effectively or at a reasonable cost. In addition, in some areas, the funding left with the local authority would not be sufficient for the local authority to run viable services. 

Technically, the Government has decided that expenditure in the line currently referred to as 1.2.2 (Provision for pupils with SEN, provision not included in line 1.2.1) in Section 251 statements will not be recouped from local authorities in the year 2011-12. This means that local authorities will retain the money for SEN support services that would otherwise have been taken away and given to academies. This has two important implications: 

· A local authority should not now cut SEN support services on the basis that a number of academies have opened in that area. Where there are academies in a local authority area, that local authority will now retain the money to keep SEN support services viable;

· As they are retaining the money for SEN support services that was previously being delegated to academies, local authorities must now provide these services to children in academies. All disabled children and children with SEN should continue to receive services from the local authority no matter what type of school they attend.
This will only have an impact in areas where there are academies and there are of course ongoing wider funding pressures. However, if there are academies in your local authority, I would strongly encourage you to use this letter from DfE to make a very strong case that SEN support services should be protected to the maximum possible extent. The DfE also helpfully confirms the ongoing importance of early intervention for disabled children and children with SEN.
With best wishes
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Julie Jennings
Chair of SEC
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